
1959: “Automatic Indexing” was one of nearly 40 grants CLR awarded during 
its third year of operation. The project was granted $68,216. 

Project PI Don R. Swanson was an information scientist most known for his 
work in literature-based discovery in the biomedical domain. In the 1980s, he 
wrote extensively on the concept of “undiscovered public knowledge,” which 
exists as independently created fragments that are logically related but never 
retrieved, brought together, and interpreted. 

The CLR grant sought to explore whether machines could be devised to rec-
ognize the meaning of words and apply the correct subject entry to reflect that 
meaning. The result of Swanson’s work was reported in “Searching Natural 
Language Text by Computer,” Science 132: 1099–1104, Oct. 21, 1960. His 
findings were sufficiently promising that CLR awarded a subsequent grant.

The following description was provided in the third annual report of the Council 
on Library Resources, Inc., for the period ending June 30, 1959, pp. 26-28.
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