
1966: Publication of Union List of Serials in Libraries  
of the United States and Canada

In 1966, with support from a $244,651 grant—CLR’s largest to date—the 
massive third edition of the Union List of Serials in Libraries and the Unit-
ed States and Canada was published. The last previous edition had been 
published in 1943, with supplements issued periodically. 

“Serials” comprise continuing publications such as magazines, bulletins, 
reports or other publications appearing in periodic succession. In 1959, 
when the grant funds were committed to the Joint Committee on the 
Union List of Serials, Inc., new serials were being born at the rate of 
8,000 per year and comprised some three-quarters of all published work. 
Since no library could own more than a fraction of the published titles, the 
cooperative use of serials through interlibrary loan was a necessity, as 
was a guide to their location.

The Union List of Serials in Libraries and the United States and Canada, 
third edition, comprised five folio-size volumes totaling 4,649 pages. It 
listed entries for 156,499 serial titles held among 956 North American 
libraries.

The description at right and on the following page is taken from the 10th 
annual report of the Council on Library Resources, Inc., for the period 
ending June 30, 1966, pp. 35–37.




