
1972: Expand OCLC Cataloging Operations

In 1972, CLR awarded the Ohio College Library Center (OCLC) $75,000 
to expand its cataloging operations. At the time, OCLC offered online 
cataloging service to some 50 member libraries in Ohio. Its success had 
attracted wide interest, and other library groups sought its help in replicat-
ing the system for use elsewhere. OCLC was also developing plans  to 
launch modules for serials control, technical processing, remote catalog 
access and circulation control, and bibliographic information and subject 
access retrieval. 

The following year, CLR awarded an additional $194,000 toward further 
development of its computerized regional system.

CLR ‘s support for OCLC had started with a small grant in 1970, just 
three years after OCLC’s founding (see below).

From CLR Annual Report for the period ending June 30, 1970, pp. 25-26.

From CLR Annual Report for the period ending June 30, 1972, p. 18

From CLR Annual Report for the period ending June 30, 1973 pp. 16–17
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