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As the curtain draws to a close on the Digitizing Hidden Collections Symposium, the echoes of its 
theme resonate with a poignant and strategic question: Where do we go from here? 

The symposium’s panels and projects have revealed the complex tapestry of cultural heritage 
preservation against the backdrop of the tumultuous currents of our era. Individuals engaged 
in cultural preservation inhabit a landscape characterized by unprecedented environmental 
challenges, disruptive technological shifts, and socio-political upheavals. Our event united a 
diverse array of GLAM professionals, each a custodian of treasures that represent unique threads 
through the intricate archival history of our global community. The symposium’s power lay not 
only in the individual presentations but in the chorus of archivists, librarians, curators, academics, 
data experts, and community advocates that converged to deliberate upon some truly remarkable 
projects. This collective assembly functioned as a fertile ground where new insights gently 
blossomed and collaborative strategies took root. 

This collaborative ethos must guide our onward journey in the realm of cultural heritage 
preservation. In an era marked by climate disasters and politically motivated attacks on academia, 
libraries, and other knowledge organizations, our compass must point resolutely toward 
cooperative methodologies for digitizing and sharing collections of all kinds.  A clarion call, urgent 
and unyielding, impels us to be intentional and inclusive in every action we take. The survival of 
our legacy demands that we construct a foundation of equitable preservation—one that champions 
every voice, perspective, and fragment of human experience. It is within the realm of intention 
that we pave a road toward a more comprehensive future, one that invites everyone to join the 
expedition and ensures that all narratives are safeguarded for use along the way.

As we stand at a crossroads in our collective journey, the renewal of the Digitizing Hidden 
Collections: Amplifying Unheard Voices program signals yet another stride towards an 
intentionally inclusive destiny. Within the layered folds of these thousands of newly digitized 
materials resides our culture, and it is within the encompassing embrace of that culture that our 
humanity will flourish. With every purposeful stride we take, we reinforce the intricate fabric 
of our shared heritage, weaving narratives that transcend time, magnifying voices that could 
otherwise fade into obscurity. The very core of our intent holds the power to mold a future where 
preservation becomes a gesture of unity, culture transforms into a symphony of diversity, and 
heritage stands as a guiding light, illuminating the path for generations to come.




