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Automating Complex EAD Finding Aids for the National Death Penalty Archives

The Problem:

Data entry interface familiar to Student Assistants
Consistently Replicate Local EAD Usage

No Variation Among Finding Aids

Unitized and Portable

Not dependent on Project Archivist

The Solution:

Microsoft Excel Spreadsheet mapped to internal XML schema

Python GUI application that encodes new data matching the
structure of a local EAD file

Application reads a local EAD file and matches tag usage

Produces EAD file consistent with local practices and a flat HTML
file for simple online display

100% automated, no hand-coding or XML experience required

DMeachine features:

Data-Entry using Microsoft Excel template

Comments from the EAD tag library and formatting promote
robust and consistent metadata

Macro reads italicized and bold text and inserts <emph> tags
Formula automates customizable unique identifiers at every level
Make use of Excel features like spellcheck, find and replace, etc.

100% native XML behind the scenes
Uses an EAD Template to match local tag and attribute usage
Use a default template or your own local EAD file

Made small customizations by adding or changing elements or
attributes within the EAD template

Uses automated and customizable unique ID system
Encode unique IDs at every level
Not container-dependent

Supports both EAD2002 and EAD3, a near-full implementation

Includes new <control> elements, including refined revision and
maintenance elements

Includes experimental <relations> element

Simple Data Entry with Excel Template:
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Other IDs
<otherrecordid> element [EAD3 only]
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Other Representations
Such as any HTML or PDF versions [EAD3 only]
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ange> elements in <revisiondesc>, EAD3 will use <maintenancehistory>
DateNormal AgentType Agent

EAD2002 will

Event Type Date Description
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Finding Aid Languages
Languages Language Code Script Script Code Note
English eng

Standardized Conventions

Abbreviation Citation Convention Link Verified LinkTitle  Actuate Show Note

Edition Notes
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Local Controls

Term LocalType Date DateNormal
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Arrangement Information
Text
All series are arranged alphabetically.

Acquisition Information
Event Date DateNormal
The Murder Victims’ Families for Reconciliation Records we 2009 July 2009-07
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« Enter detailed Finding Aid information for <eadheader> and <control>
« Comments provide information about fields from the EAD Tag Library
« Allows for simple finding aids, just leave fields blank
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Physical Location

Audience Language

The materials are located onsite English

Collection Languages
Script  Script Code

Creators/Origination

Element N MARC code Creator Identifier
corpRam Murder Victims' Families for Reconciliation

Physical Description

Relator Normal

for EAD2002 basic extent, use Quanity and Unit Type

Quantity Unit Type

cubic ft.

Specific Access Restrictions
if Unit 1D is entered, restrictions will also be encoded at the lower levels

Unit ID Material Restriction
Must consult the head of special collections to vie
Must consult the head of special collections to vie
Must consult the head of special collections to vie
Must consult the head of special collections to vie
Must consult the head of special collections to vie
Must consult the head of special collections to vie
Must consult the head of special collections to vie
Must consult the head of special collections to vie
Must consult the head of special collections to vig

Specific Use Restrictions

if Unit ID is entered, restrictions will also be encoded at the lower levels

Facets Dimensions

General Access Statements|

Access to this collection is u

General Use Statements

The researcher assumes ful
Whenever possible, the M.|
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Formatting identifies EAD3 only elements and mandated content
Include complex <physdesc> and <physdescstructured> information
Encode special <archdesc> elements at any level using unique IDs
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Map of Collection Hierarchy
Mandatory List of Series and Subseries. Maps each component description within the
<dsc>
Level Number Component
" Administrative Files
Correspondence
Outreach and Publications
Events
Subject Files
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Unique ID System Macro Settings

Collection Separator i}
Level Separator .

Series Separator -

Auto enter unit IDs? o))l

List of Containers
Container details for encoded unigue container IDs (or Bar Codes) &
locations assigned to <container>tags at lower levels
Container Type Container# ContainerlD

Create Container List

Removeall <emph>Tags

Fill List of Containers
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Scope and Content Information
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Series 1 contains documents relating to the internal procedures and finances of Murder Victims' Families
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Physical Description
for EAD2002 basic extent, use Quanity and Unit Type (<extent> will be used only if it is used in the EAD template)
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Ad Hoc Quarterly Metting Agenda
Annual Reports
Ballots - Bus Tour and Cameras in Courts

Board of Directors Manual
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Board Functions and Evaluations
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Board Meeting Summary

Board Member Application
Board Reimbursement
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Enter list of components and a Macro automatically creates each series sheet
Customize the unigue 1D system with your own punctuation

Enter list of containers to add

Easy Automated Encoding, Matching Local EAD file:

container IDs such as bar codes
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Enter complex information at the series level, including complex <physdesc> info
Fields for up to 5 unitdates per record, with fields for normalized dates
Automatically enters <emph> tags for italicized or bolded text
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File Help

Spreadsheet to EAD | EAD to Spreadsheet | EAD2002 to EAD3 |

-

¥ EADMachine

File Help

DM

Spreadsheet  + XML Template

Select Finding Aid Data exported from spreadsheet:

Select Template:

ehine

<EAD=> and <HTML=

ne Project\ EADMachine\Murder Victims Families for Reconciliation data exportaoml |

Db Dropbo\ EAD Machine Project\EADMachineg\ternplateshead2002_default.aml [ Browses: ]

File Help

@ Yes () MNo

<titleproper=?

@ Yes ) Mo

Browse... . -
@ Yes () Mo

@ Yes () MNo

Mext =

Spreadsheet to EAD | EAD to Spreadsheet | EAD2002 to EAD3
You entered Origination information but there is ne <origination tag in your EAD template, would

you like EADMachine to add one for this collection?

Do you want to insert UAlbany's stylesheet and follow UAlbany's local formatting for the

Do you want to keep the <unitid= tags at the file level?

Do you want to create a basic HTML <html= file for this collection?

Spreadsheet to EAD

EAD to Spreadsheet | EAD2002 to EAD3

Creating EAD file...

Writing <archdesc» elements to lower levels...

Create EAD

Simply download and run as .exe application
Browse and select data from Excel and EAD template
Use a default template or your own local EAD file!

Automatically recognizes EAD2002 and EAD3
Asks basic format questions
Asks if you want to create a flat HTML file

Simple GUI monitors progress
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Historical Note
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In 1976, the United States Supreme Court voted to allow the reinstatement of the death
penalty. Members of Amnesty International’s Death Penalty Committee immediately
reacted and began meeting to create an abolition strategy. One member of this committee,
Marie Deans, felt like the committee was almost entirely focused on people on death row,
little mention was made about the feelings of murder victims or their surviving families.
Marie personally knew what it was like to be a family member of a murder victim, her
mother-in-law, Penny Deans, had been killed in 1372 by an escaped convict. The Deans
family opposed the death penalty and voiced their opinion during the murder trial which
caused them to be harshly criticized by their community. Based on her own experience,
Marie began to talk about the experience of the victim at Amnesty International meetings.
A few fellow members of Amnesty International agreed that victims’ voices needed to be
heard and decided to launch a national group that would allow murder victims to share
their opposition to the death penalty. After tracking down other family members of
By the 1980s, executions had dramatically increased and organization members were kept
busy by responding to scheduled executions and proposed bills. Members knew that they
had to do more than just react, they needed to be able to plan and carry out their own
events in opposition to the death penalty. Board members met in Albany, NY in 1988 to
discuss how the organization could be more proactive. To be able to react in the way they
wanted, the organization needed to be more formally organized. In the early 1990s, the
organization became incorporated and received tax exempt status. At the same time, the
organization decided to change its name. Now the group would be known as Murder
Victims’ Families for Reconciliation. This name change was meant to show the full range of
the organization’s mission, they not only fought against the death penalty but were for
alternatives and for programs that addressed the needs of victims. With this name change
in effect, the organization elected an organizing board of directors, began putting out a
newsletter, The Voice, and created a website.

With o formal structure in place, Murder Victims’ Families for Reconciliation, also known as
MVFR, began to organize national events. After two years of planning, the first event was
held in 1993. Known as the Journey of Hope, the event was a two week long educational
tour in Indiana that made additional stops were made in illinois, Kentucky, and Ohio. While
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Abstract

The Murder Victims’ Families for Reconciliation Records document the organizations
efforts to abolish the death penalty in all cases. The organization includes family members
of both homicide victims and those executed as well as their respective supporter.
Included in the collection are handwritten notes, newspaper clippings, pamphlets,
brochures, booklets, programs, information packets, photographs, flyers, proofs, drafts,
manuscripts, correspondence, memos, transcripts, mailing lists, schedules, meeting

Scope and Content Note

d £ p
The Murder Victims’ Families for Reconciliation Records document the organization fight to
abolish the death penalty on the United States. The collection contains materials ranging
from 1977 to 2007 with the bulk of the material being from 1994 to 2003. The main focus of
the collection is on events that the organization hosted or took part in and correspondence.
Along with these materials, there are also reference materials and administrative files.
Please not that there are very few materials dealing with the organization's formation or
its day to day activities. Included in the collection are correspondence, memos, newspaper
clippings, newsletters, press releases, fliers, memorabilia, brochures, pamphlets, booklets,
manuals, manuscripts, transcripts, reports, drafts, proofs, notes, schedules, meeting
agendas, meeting minutes, meeting summaries, annual reports, ballots, evaluation forms,
applications, budgets, financial reports, by-laws, contracts, forms, resumes, photographs,
court proceedings, legislative bills, amici curiae, mailing lists, checklists, worksheets,
floppy disks, zip disks, cassettes, vhs tapes, dvds, and cds.
Monographs that were included with this collection were transferred to the book division
of Special Collections. The items that were transferred include <emph>What To Do When
the Police Leave: A Guide to the First Days of Traumatic Loss, Murdering Myths: The Story
Behind the Death Penalty; A Call For Justice: An Assessment of Access to Counsel and
Quality of Representation in Delinguency Proceedings; Human Sacrifice; Mockery of
Justice: the true story of the Sheppard murder case; Be not afraid: overcoming the fear of
death; This song’s for you; Last Meal; The way of the prisoner: breaking the chains of self
through centering prayer and practice; Peacemaking circles: from Crime to community;
Building open societies: Soros Foundations Network 2002 Report; Peace by piece: a
violence prevention guide for communities; Understanding capital punishment: a guide
through the death penalty debate; Prisons almanac; Innocence and the crisis in the
American death penalty; Doing Life: Reflections of Men and Women Serving Life
Sentences; Mandatory justice: eighteen reforms to the death penalty; and Responsibility,

The documents in this collection are arranged into 5 series which are all arranged
alphabetically. When present, the organizations own arrangement and folder titles were
preserved but the majority of the arrangement and folder titles reflects the archivists own
decisions. Decisions about folder names were based on the subject of the materials as well
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Enter Abstract, Scope and Content Notes and Historical Notes by paragraph

Use <scope> at lower levels using unique IDs
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Folder Executive Director Candidates
Folder Executive Director Evaluation Form
Folder Executive Direct Reports
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Folder Financial Statements

Folder Financial Summaries
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Folder Fundraising Committee

Folder Fundraising Letters
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Floppy-Disk Grant - Rubin and Ottinger
Floppy-Disk Grant and Volunteer files
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Folder Job Descriptions

Folder Liability Insurance

Folder List of Board and Committee Members
Floppy-Disk 10 LLL Database

Zip-Disk Liz Backup

Zip-Disk Liz Biz DB Backup (June 21st)

Folder Massachusetts Foreign Corporation Annual
Folder Massachusetts Public Charities Registration
Folder Massachusetts Unemployment Insurance
Folder Member Questionnaire

Folder Membership Committee

Folder Merrill Lynch Account Reports and Changes [Restricted]
Folder Mission Statement

Folder Murder Victims' Families for Reconciliation Budget for Unified Abolition Strategy

Folder 61 Notes
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Familiar data-entry environment
Unique ID automated with box and folder numbers, or enter IDs manually
Make use of spellcheck, copy and paste, find and replace, etc.

Building New Access Tools for the
National Death Penalty Archive (2013)

In 2013 the University at Albany, SUNY was awarded a CLIR
Hidden Collections grant to create EAD finding aids for ten

archival collections held in the National Death Penalty Archive
(NDPA) by December 2015. The NDPA consists of records and

papers of leading national figures and organizations who work in
the legal, political and educational fields, and documents the

contentious legal, political and legislative struggles over capital
punishment. The project will arrange, describe and catalog ten
NDPA collections totaling 710 cubic feet, including the David
Baldus Papers, the National Coalition to Abolish the Death
Penalty Records, and Capital Jury Project interviews with over
1,200 jurors from 353 capital trials in 14 states.
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Murder Victims' Families for Reconciliation Records

Gregory Wiedeman
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Project Archivist For CLIR Hidden Collections Grant:

“Building New Access Tools for the National Death Penalty
Archive” (2013)

M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives
University at Albany, SUNY
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M. E. Grenander cial Collections and Arc Series 5: Subject Files 19512007 Undated Physical Characteristics: 13.5 cubic ft.

The Murder Victims Families for R liation Records d the efforts to abolish the death penalty
‘members of both homicide victims and those executed as well as their respective supporter. Included in the collection are
pamphlets. brochures. booklets, programs, information packets. photographs, flyers, proofs, drafts. manuscripts, correspc
schedules, meeting agenda, meeting minutes, meeting summaries, by-laws, manuals, checklists, worksheets, evaluation 1

summaries, budgets, contracts, court proceedings, legislative bills, amici curiae. memorabilia, audio/video materials.
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The materials are located onsite in the department.
Language: The materials in the collection are in English English

Repository: M. E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives, University at Albany, SUNY
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